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FROM TONY'S DESK 


The New Year is upon us and as we look 
back over the old year, one might ask ... "Did 
I accomplish everything I set out to do? Did 
I meet all my goals?" If you feel as though 
you haven't, remember that some things we do 
not have control over so don't feel dis- 
couraged or frustrated. Many GREATS have 
had the same experience. 


For instance, Johnny Unitas, one of the 
greatest quarterbacks, was rejected by the 
Pittsburgh Steelers before he caught up with 
Baltimore; "Arrangements in Grey and White", 

a painting by James A. Whistler was rejected. 
He pawned it for $250, and eight years later 
the French government hung the painting in 

the Louvre ... the title, “Whistler's Mother"; 
Irving Stone's "Lust for Life" sold 25 million 
copies after being returned to him by 17 
publishers. The list goes on and on. Life 

is full of frustrations and disappointments. 
The strong and the wise know how to cope with 
them. Even the not-so-strong and not-so-wise 
can cope, if they accept disappointment and 
frustration as normal. 


So, set your new goals again and forge 
on into 1981 with new hope and vigor, remember- 
ing that frustration is the sand in the oyster, 
the irritant that ultimately produces the 
“Pearl”. 
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Pinus elliottii 
("Slash Pine") 

A Florida native, 
Slash Pine can be seen 
in roadside plantings,” - 
on berms, and in ZA 
native stands across 
the property. | 

Slash Pine has deep green needles which 
are usually more than 5 inches long and are 
attached to the branches in groups of 2's 
or 3's. The female cones are broadly egg- 
shaped, to 6 inches long. Pinus elliottii 
is an upright evergreen tree and can grow 
to 100 feet tall. 

In addition to being a useful landscape 
plant, Slash Pine is also of economic 
importance as a source for timber, turpentine, 
rosin, and pulp. 
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'Paper-White' 
("'Paper-Whites") - The showy white flowering 
bulbs in the round planter on the way to 
Adventureland are Paper-Whites. Related to 
the large yellow flowered trumpet daffodils, 
Paper-Whites have small cupped flowers in 
clusters. 


Osmanthus fragrans ("Fragrant Olive") - Guests 
who visit Tom Sawyer's Island this month 
cannot help but notice the sweet fragrance 

of Osmanthus fragrans. The flowers of this 
evergreen shrub are used in China to adda 
scent to tea. 
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FLORIDA'S ARBOR DAY 1981 


Friday, January 16 was Arbor Day through- 
out the state of Florida. To commemorate 
Arbor Day 1981, we have chosen Slash Pine to 
be our Tree of the Month for this issue of 
"Every Bloomin" Thing". As the month of 
January progresses, Slash Pines will be play- 
ing an important role in the initial landscape 
installation work at EPCOT Center. 


Some 600 Slash Pines 
have been boxed and 
are ready for use on 
the berms and in the 
landscape at the 


mis EPCOT site. 





The tradition of Arbor Day began in 1872, 
when J. Sterling Morton proposed to the 
Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special 
day be set aside for the planting of trees. 
The purpose of this holiday would be to 
recognize the importance of trees in our 
lives. The first Arbor Day in 1872 was a 
great success -- over one million trees were 
planted in Morton's home state of Nebraska. 


Today, Arbor Day is celebrated across 
the nation, each state picking a date which 
best represents its tree-planting season. 
Here in Florida, that date is the third 
Friday in January. 





1980 GARDENER TRAINEE GRADUATION 


On January 5, our 1980 Gardener Trainees 
were presented with their diplomas, marking 
the completion of their one year long train- 
ing program. Shown is our graduating group 
of trainees with 
Tony, our Director, 
and Tom from 
Horticulture Train- 
ing. From left to 
risht:  EFiijah, 
Russ, Melanie, Tony, 
Susan, Danny, and 
Tom. 
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NEWS FROM THE AREAS ..... 


Fort Wilderness -- 65 campsites are being 
lengthened and widened to accomodate additional 
rental trailers at our Campground Resort. A 
number of these trailers will be set aside 
for cast members from the West Coast who are 
working on EPCOT Center. 


Lake Buena Vista Landscape -- Bahiagrass 


along Preview Boulevard is being replaced 
with 'Floratam' - a variety of St. Augustine 
grass. Large trees are being moved into the 
landscape around the Vacation Villas as the 
upgrading of the landscape in that area 
continues. 


Landscape Construction -- 150 native Slash 


Pines have been vermeered from an area south 
of the EPCOT site. 27 large specimens are 
being balled and burlapped. Both groups of 
pines will be maintained until they can be 
placed in the landscape. 


Tree Farm/Nursery -- The new greenhouse was 


completed just in time to protect our backup 
of annuals from the cold. A unique system 
of rolling benches is being installed in the 
new house -- by rolling back and forth on 
fixed supports, these benches eliminate the 
need to "waste" space between each bench for 
an aisle. 


WDW Landscape -- January has been a record 


setting month for cold temperatures here in 
Central Florida! The cold weather has taken 
its toll on many of our more tropical plants, 
especially at the Polynesian and in the Jungle 
where a low of 22° was recorded on January 13. 


WDW Pest Control -- We now have two new Pest 


Control Operator Trainees - Shirley Lowe and 
Ray Sharpe. Shirley and Ray will be trained 
in all phases of pest control and by the end 
of their yearlong program will be prepared 
to help us meet our future needs in the pest 
control field. 


E Ray and Shirley, 
four new Pest 

i Control Trainees, 
with Walt Pillows. 
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